In 1959, Burnard first drew attention to the association of patent ductus arteriosus (PDA) and premature birth when he reported that PDA murmurs could be heard more frequently in prematurely born infants than in those born at term.' Subsequent reports by Powell,2 Danilowicz et During the last 12 years the incidence of PDA at that hospital has been higher (Table) , and approximately one-third of those infants with PDA have required operative or pharmacological closure of their PDA.
Other authors have reported a similar high incidence of PDA among prematurely born infants,7-10 but they differ in the proportion in whom medical treatment fails. In our experience, PDA is most troublesome among very small infants with severe RDS in whom the murmur can be heard in the first 2 days oflife. In two studies in which ligation was rarely done,9-'0 infants who died before 60 and 72 hours of age respectively, were excluded; thus, it is possible that infants most likely to develop uncontrollable heart failure were not included in these reports.
The reasons for the increased incidence of PDA among infants born prematurely appear to be related to a higher rate of survival for these infants, 
